GANDHI AND GANDHISM
NIRMAL KUMAR BOSE
TRUTH
My FIRST "really intimate acquaintance with Gandhiji was
formed in 1945 when he came to Calcutta on the eve of
his tour through Bengal, Assam and Madras. A few weeks
earlier, a friend of mine had written from Wardha that I
was to see Gandhiji next time when he came to Bengal,
In fact that was the wish which the latter had himself
expressed. The opportunity came at Sodepur on the 4th
of November 1945* It was then afternoon, and not the
regular hour for interviews, Gandhiji was at his meals>
which he invariably finished before starting for the prayer
meeting, and I therefore felt rather embarrassed in his
presence. Perhaps he sensed my uneasiness and started by
setting me at ease.
Then he told me why he had desired to speak to me. He
said that I not only made a collection of his writings but
also tried to interpret them. For- this, it was not enough
that I should be acquainted with his writings, but it was
more necessary that I should see him at work. During the
conversation, he made it clear that his speeches and writings
contained a picture of not what he actually was, but what
he wanted to be: it was a record of ideals and aspirations,
but not of their realization. In order to understand an
ideal, it was not enough to form a clear idea about its
nature, but also to observe how far one's conduct could be
transformed by its pursuit.
Gandhiji then went on to say that anyone who really
wanted to understand him should moreover observe care-
fully the organizations which he had helped to build up or
modify, and through which he tried to work in company
with others, It was only by an impartial examination of
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